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Chapter 23 


.. 


“4 -  -DEUBEN PONDER (ca 1785 - 1871) 


Reuben Ponder’s parents have never been identified; neither has his 
relationship to Thomas Ponder been documented. It appears, however, that Reuben 
and Thomas were either brothers or closely related. They moved together from 
Georgia to Louisiana and then to Simpson and Rankin Counties, MS A record of 
Reuben was first located in Elbert County, GA, where his name appears in the land 
lottery in 1806. Persons entitled to draw were free white males, 21 years of age and 
upward, who were citizens of the US and had been citizens of Georgia three years 
before the passage of the act, and had paid taxes. Reuben must have been single 
at the time since he was entitled to one draw only; citizens with a wife who met 
these qualifications were entitled to two drawings. 


Other Ponders that appear in the 1806 land lottery included Abner Ponder for 
two draws, Jesse Ponder for two, and Betsy Ponder for one draw. From the land 
records of that county it appears that his father may have been Abner or Jesse 
Ponder. eared 


Reuben and Thomas Ponder left Georgia about 1808 and appear at Feliciana 
Parish, Louisiana, that same year where Thomas Pinckney, a son of Reuben, was 
born. They both served in the War of 1812, fighting at the Battle of New Orleans, 
Reuben, however, was in Mississippi by 1814 (tax list) and in Pike Co, MS, by the 
1816 State Census. He appears again in the 1820, Pike Co Census, but was in 
Marion Co, MS, by 1840. The county boundaries were being changed often at this 
time and how many actual moves Reuben made has not been established. Shortly 
thereafter he moved to Rankin and Simpson Counties where he remained and raised 
his large family. The vast majority of the many Ponders in Rankin, Simpson, and 
adjoining counties in Mississippi descend from either Reuben or Thomas Ponder. 
The author of this family history descends from both. 

H. Reuben Ponder”® b ca 1785/89. Va d 1871, Braxton, MS, m Sarah Holbrook, b 
ca 1792, NC, Issue; RYE Ladee 

A. Thomas Pinckney (Reuben! Thomas Pinckney?) Ponder b 1808 Felciana 

Parish, LA m Lydia b 1811/14, LA or TN, in Simpson Co by 1830 


25Mrs. Virginia Echols of Braxton reports that when a granddaughter of Reuben and a grandson of 
Thomas were "courting," the families “broke them up" because they were cousins. 


264 number of knowledgeable Ponder researchers have been helpful and generous in 
sharing information on Reuben Ponder and his descendants. Mrs. Virginia Echols of Braxton, 
MS; Mrs. Pat Saupe of Moores Hills, Indiana, Robert Gardner of Santa Clara, CA; Kay Ponder of 
Baytown, TX; Elzene Ponder Bell of Vicksburg, MS, have all been extremely helpful in my 
pursuit of our "Ponder Cousins." 

; # & Siggy PSS fA A oa a eh < ans . 
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Descendants of Reuben Ponder 


1. William Ponder b 1832/33 MS 
2.  Telitha Ponder b 1834/35 MS m James B. Russell on 29 June 1854 
3. Melvina Jane Ponder b 1835/36 MS m William Gill 25 Dec 1856 
4. Martha Ponder b 1836/37 MS 
5. Surena Ponder b 1838/39 MS 
6. Louisa Ponder b 1842/43 MS, m Alfred Gill 26 Jan 1865, Rankin Co, 
MS 
7. Piety Elizabeth Ann “Puss” Ponder b 1843/44 MS m William Rufus 
Gates, son of John Bedford Gates and Mary Ann Everett (See 
Sep 21 for dese cendants from this marriage.) Ze et (FXG 
B. Amos“ (Reuben! Amos?) C. Ponder b ca 1811/17 MS m Rebecca oie WS / mr 
1. Sarah Ann E. Ponder b 1841/2 AL or MS? 
2. Reuben F.P. Ponder b 1843/4 MS 
3. Mary T.A. Ponder b 1845/6 MS 
4. Alice A. Ponder b 1848/9 MS 
5. Joseph Sylvester Ponder b 1850/1, MS 
6. Henry J. Ponder b 1853/4 MS 
7. Margaret R. Ponder b 1855/6 MS 
8. Amos C. Ponder b 1857/8 MS 
9. MarthaA. Fionder b epnoe MS 
C. Elizabeth (Betsy)# (Reuben! Betsy”) Ponder b 1809/10, MS, m Rev Jess C. 
Carney, March 1828, moved to Tennessee 
- D. Fleming Ponder b 1816, MS 
E. Williagn Ponder no farther information 
F. Abner“ J. (Reuben! Abner“) Ponder b 1821/26 m Nancy __siwb 1821/26 
1. William Ponder b 1845/6, MS 
2. Amos C. Ponder b 1846/7, MS 
3. James Ponder b 1849, MS 
AH 4. _L.Y. (male) Ponder P 1858/59 
eG. es (Reuben! James M.) Ponder b 27 Feb 1826, MS, d 7 Sept 


13 m 20 Nev 1848, Rankin Co, MS, to Mary Thomas b 29, J ul 1829, M MS... 
= d 13 June 1902, bur County Line Cem, RankinCo /\ 2 : rs 
1. ») David Marion® Ponder b 21 May 1852, MS, d 1917 m Ist Seo 


; 4, Woolsey, m 2nd: Mary Prudence Clack2? b 26 Dec 1866, d 29 Aug 
Pm (71942, bur County Line Cemetery, Rankin Co, MS. (See Footnote 4 : A 
below for a story on "Prudy.) AN 
~) First Issue: ty o 
ya, Lizzie Ponder m Tom Allen ; ie 
ao (1) Reul Clifton Allen b 18 Aug 1894 ; 


; (2) Mollie Kathleen Allenm____ Long 
(3) William Flave Allen b 18 Jul 1900 
(4) Ruby Allen 
(5) Dudley Faye Allen B 6 Apr 1908 
(6) Olis Jewel Allen m Grayson Robbins 
(7) Audrey Allen b 12 May 1913 
(8) Jessie Gaye Allen b May 16, 1916 m Ist Howard, m 
2nd: Joe Stampley 


27The author recalls a story his mother, Mary Jane Gates Palmer, often told, a story told her by 
Ida Ponder Gates, wife gof my Great Uncle Press Gates. Aunt Ida, always noting that she was 
very fond of "Prudy" would then comment: "Prudy was a good woman, but Prudy won‘t iron. 
She always said she’d rather have wrinkles in her clothes than wrinkles in her face." It was 
undoubtedly this Prudy she was speaking oft 
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Descendants of Reuben Ponder 


JE38 (9) Claudie Inez Allen b 27 Apr 1920 
c b Mary Jane Ponder m David Winningham Issue: 
(1) Virginia Winningham b 4 Jul 1917 m Theodore R. Williams 
Issue: 
(a) Pamela Yvonne Williams 
(b) James T. Williams 
(c) Majorie Ellen Williams 
(2) Paul D. Winningham m Willie Scott 
(a) Patricia June Scott 
(b) Donald Tallent Scott 
(3) Mary Evelyn Winningham m Ist: Meadows m 2nd 
Raleigh Primeaux Issue: 
(a) Judith Elaine m Jerry Englent 
(b) Kenneth Meadows 
(c) Mark Meadows 
(4) Clinton Arnold Winningham b 13 Apr 1910 m Julia 
Dedmore Issue: . 
(a) Peggie Winningham 
(b) Lanelle Winningham m R.R. Layne 
(c) Ross Daniel Winningham 
(5) Sylvia Winningham b 3 Sep 1925 m Jack L. White Issue: 
(a) Stephanie White m Leroy Stephens 
(b) Sidney White 
(c) John White 
(6) Issac C. Winningham b 3 Sep 1920 m Wanda Huddle 
(7) Estus L. (Bud) Winningham b 10 Jul 1905 m Mary Dillon 
Issue: 
(a) Aubrey Winningham 
(b) Frances Winningham 
(c) Etta Winningham 
(dq) Helen Pearl Winningham 
(e) Dorothy Winningham 
(f) Carl Winningham 
(g) Jeanette Winningham 
so (8) Lovesta Winningham m James Erwin 
= c. Norman Ponder m Emma Everett 
Soeone tesue: 
d. elle Ponder b ca 1894, mMs28, m Conrad Sigrest, no issue 
e.  Ernest* David Ponder (Reuben! James Marion” David Marion® 
Ernest David4) b 13 May 1895, at Cato, MS, d 9 Mar 1967, 
Mendenhall, MS, m Ephsey Ella Overby b 23 Mar 1896, at 
- Galilee 26 Nov 1963, dau of Ada Lee Ponder and Augustus 
Overby (See Chapter 24 for children and descendants from 
this marriage.) 
f. Lee Ponder b ca 1898, m Maggie Thompson 
(1) Ruby Lee Ponder m Arthur Grantham 
(a) Arthur Ray Grantham m Frances Welch 
i) Arthur Wayne Grantham 
(b) Glynn Earl Grantham 
(c) Robert Wayne Grantham 


281910 Census, Cato, Simpson Co, MS 
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Descendants of Reuben Ponder 


(2) Geraldine (Jewel) Ponder m Francis Macon 
(a) Gayle Macon m Chuck Fortice 
| i) Tricia Fortice 
(3) Thomas Roy Ponder b 20 Sep 1924 m Mary Christine 
Bennett Issue: 
(a) Thomas Francis Ponder m Liz Langley 
i) Jessica Ponder b 29 May 1977 
ii) Mary Katherine Ponder m Leonard Hall Issue: 
a) Jason Henry Hall b 1979 
iii) Ruby Jewel Ponder m Bob Yates 
(4) Katherine Ponder m Carl Boutwell 
(a) Caterinia Boutwell 
(5) Elston (Elson) Ponder b 26 Nov 1901 d 30 Jun 1939 m 
Lyda bur County Line Cem, Rankin Co, MS 
Issue: 
(a) James Russell Ponder b 11 June 1924 m Sandy 
Sandifer b 22 Sep 1922 Issue: 
i) Diane Ponder b 12 Dec 1947 m Ernest Stewart b 
1948 Issue: 
a) Stephanie Stewart b 1975 
b) Brad Stewart b 1978 
ii) Kay Ponder b 9 Oct 1949 
ili) Debbie Ponder b 16 May 1951 m 30 Jul 1971 
Shelton Allen Issue: 
a) Chris Allen b 1972 
b) Brook Marie Allen b 1975 : 
iv) James Russell Ponder, Jr b 12 Sep 1955 m Lisa 
Murphy 
v) Kenneth Rustin Ponder b 1963 
(b) Edna Lou Ponder b 1948 m Johnny Kelly Tackett, Sr 


Issue: 
i) Donnice Tackett b 1951 m Victor Windham 
Issue: 


a) John Garth Windham b 1973 
b) Michael Chael Windham 


ii) Pattie Tackett b 1954 m Bryan Flynt Issue: 
a) Amy Christine Flynt 
b) = Alison Nichole Flynt 
c) Alisha Michelle Flynt 
d) Angela Kelly Flynt 
iii) John Kelly Tackett, Jr b 1957 m Brenda 
Crawfordb 1957 a) Christie Sherie Tackett 
iv) Susan Tackett b 1958 


(c) John Lindsey (Linsey?) Ponder b 1930 m Willie Jean 
Walters b 1930 
i) Margaret Jean Ponder m Johnny Walters b 1948 
Issue: 
a) Ross Ponder Walters 


03 b) Matthew Stephen Walters 
9 SON an? ii) Jane Carol Ponder b 1955 
ayo ) 00" woe (d) Marion Ponder b 24 May 1935 m Dot McNair Issue: 
porrsre no? i) Marsha Ponder b 27 Mar1960 
gett 
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Descendants of Reuben Ponder 


ii) Harvey Ponder b 9 Dec 1964 
(e) Wayne Ponder b 1936 m Syble Sutton 
i) | Royce Wayne Ponder b 1957 
ii) David Ponder b 26 Jul 1963 
iii) Brenda Lee Ponder b 10 Aug ’66 
(f) Mike Ponder b 5 Mar 1938 m Jessica Lay b 17 Dec 
1938 Issue: 
i) Thomas Talmadge Ponder b 1966 
ii) Joel Lindsay Ponder b 1968 
(g) Shara Ponder d 3 yrs of age, 1928 


Bee Ponder m 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


Mary Prudence Ponder b 27 Dec 1920 m Victor Howell 
Issue: 

(a) Cinderella Howell 

(b) Victor Marion Howell 

Nancy Marie Ponder b 21 Feb 1924 m Daeril Dal Rio 
Issue: 

(a) Gene Arden Dal Rio 

(b) Don David Dal Rio 

(c) Larry Dean Dal Rio 

(d) Teresa Ann Dal Rio 

Annie Mae Ponder b 2 Jul 1926 m Ist: Ellis Coke, m 2nd: 
Ted Kelly Issue: 

(a) Shirley Ann Coke 

(b) Geraldine Coke 

(c) Earl Gene Coke 

Second Issue: 

(d) Karen Kelly 

B. Junior Ponder b 27 Feb 1928 m Ruby Jewel Keiton 
O.C. Ponder b 30 Jan 1930 m Maxine Freeman 

Joel Johnson Ponder b 20 Oct 1932 m Maxine Freeman? 
Huey Pierce Ponder b 13 Oct 1934 m Alice Bishop 

Lynn Berry Ponder b 31 Mar 1936 m Myrtle Fay Haynes 
Thomas Gerald Ponder b 1 Sep 1938 m Gladys Hughes 
James Marion Ponder b 22 Aug 1941 m Alexis Merryman 
Sybil Ruth Ponder b 22 Sep 1944 m Bill Ashbrook Issue: 
(a) Sonya Lynn Ashbrook 


Eugie Ponder b 11 Apr 1904 d 26 Nov 1941 bur County Line 
Cem, Rankin Co, MS, m Avis Lee b 16 Nov 1914 Issue: 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 
(4) 
(5) 


Edward W. Ponder m 

(a) Eddie Ponder 

(b) Johnston Ponder 

(c) Barbara Ponder 

David E. Ponder b 2 Oct 1933 m 
(a) Mike Ponder 

(b) Bryan Ponder 

(c) Chris Ponder 

Ray Ponder 

Bobby Jean Ponderm__ Todd 
Grace Ponder m Dyer 


Kelly Ponder b 1906 d 1966 m Ida Lee Parrett bur County Line, 
no issue, names unknown 

Bernice Ponder b 12 Jun 1908 m Bishop Garrett b 21 Aug 1898 
Issue: 
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ar Descendants of Reuben Ponder 


Se (1) 
(2) 
ie od SP ae Alvin? Anselim ' 


Calhoun (Colquhéun) b 25 Feb 1860, "Simpson Co, "MS, "419 Apr 1891, wy 
Simpson Co, MS, dau of John Calhoun and Mary Ann "Polly" Conerly m 

2nd: Isabel "Bell" soe eae eas 1870 d 12 Apr 1953 on 7 Feb 1895, | 

Rankin Co, MS, b County Line Cemetéry, Rankin Co,MS First Issue: _/ &>, 

1. Mary Ann Ponder b 21 Oct 1878, MS, d 10 Apr 1971, LA, mdohn > 


Marion Eugene Garrettb15Jun1928mNina_—__ 
Margaret Garrett wh 
ip" Ponder (Reuben! Alvin?) b 6 May 1853, Simpson Co; A 


Crane on 12 Dec 1905, MS ‘ 
2. Alice Viola Ponder b 24 Jun 1880, MS d 19 Apr 1959, MS, m John & re 
Burnham, MS N) > 
3. John Alvin Ponder b 30 Jan 1882, MS d 29 Feb 1974, MS m Flossie \ 


Sheppard b 18 Sep 1892 d 18 Oct 1872 on 28 May 1911, MS. Both 
are buried at County Line Cem, Rankin Co, MS 

4. | Mattie Lee Ponder b 31 Dec 1883, MS, d 8 Jul 1977, MS, b County 
Line Cem, Rankin Co, MS 

5. "Jim" Ponder b 18 Dec 1885, MS d 16 Nov 1981, Cross Gate Nursing 
Home, Brandon, MS m Hester Harvey b 30 Oct 1892 d7 Jul 1966, 
Rankin Co, MS, b County Line Baptist Church, Rankin Co, Ms29 
a. Hester Ponder b 1910, Rankin Co, MS 
b. Ray E. Ponder of Emporia, KS 
ce. Garland Ponder, Rankin Co, MS 


d. Annelle Ponder m Pierce, Star, MS 

6. Carry Bell Ponder b 17 Nov 1887, MS, d3Jan 1953, MS, m Edwin 
Harvey 

7. Sarah Eliza Ponder b 2 Aug 1889, MS, d 13 Apr 1968, MS, m Frank 
Gill 


Second Issue; 
8. Henry Lacy Ponder b 5 Feb 1896 d 17 Sep 1897, b County Line Cem, 
Rankin Co, MS 
9. Lona Ponder b Oct 1897 d 11 May 1962 
10. Thomas Roy Ponder b 20 May 1898 d 3 Jan 1900 bur County Line 
Cem, Rankin Co, MS 
11. Charley Lowery Ponder b 22 Feb 1901 d 28 Feb 1974 
12. Vorey Powell Ponder b 1a pt 1904 never married 
3 ke "Matt"? Ponder (Reuben! Matt*)b 1856 d 1936, Cato, MS, m Martha 
Angelina Shotts b ca 1838 on 24 Jan 1881, Simpson Co, MS. Martha js 
bur Cato, Cemetery.°"2,-/,¢ 
|. “Mattie ¢Hattiea Ponder b ca 1883, MS_ 0. renee) TOOK es 
2. William C. Ponder b ca 1885, MS ie Cony ee NE Nes 
38. Dora Nancy Ponder b 1885 d 1957 m Robert Rush Echols 
a. Carl Glén Echols 
b. Hilda Echols 
C, Robert Thomas Echols b 28 Jan 1918, Braxton, MS, d 22 Oct 
1984, Braxton, MS, bur Zion Hill Cem, Rankin Co, MS m 17 Oct 
1945, Redwood City, CA, to Virginia Occhiena b 19 Nov 1915, 
CA, dau of Antonio Occhiena and Rosa Onesti 
(1) Nancy Rosina Echols b 1954 


S 
29pallbearers included George Ponder, Howard Ponder, and Nathan Ponder ce 2 
X9) Ro “a 
30The 1910 Census, Cato, MS, indicates that 8 of 10 children from this couple were living. se oy 
x OS 
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See 
Descendants of Reuben Ponder 


(2) Kenneth Echols b 1957 
(3) Martha Ruth Echols 
(4) Grace Echols 
d. Eula Ponder dbef 1910 2 JAGo p>, = 
‘ S e. Lela Ponder b ca 1893, MS a Ve L. veqy 2 aa 
v3 Sy fp Virges®&. Ponder b 24 Jun 1896 d30 Mar 
Emmett Ponder b ca 1898, MSA “Eula A-Qnucs Sree 
h. Silas B. Ponder b 25 Feb 1888 d 29 Nov 1889 
; i. David Tom Ponder b ca 1894,MS VQ) isan “4 yy ek 
j. Eva Ponder b ca 1902, MS TAA Sb Cet cae 
Hh a) Tilghman? Jasper "Japper' " Ponder (Reuben! Tilghman2) t b 29 Mar 1858," 
Rankin Co, MS, d 11 Oct 1910, Shreveport, LA, m Addie Adline 
Spillyards b13 June 1862, Simpson Co, MS, d i6 Mar 1912, Pleasant Hill, 
Sabine, LA, b Belmont, LA®! Both are buried at Belmont Cemetery, 
Belmont, LA Issue: 
1. Tildon Sloan Ponder b 21 Aug 1886, Braxton, MS, d 3 Aug 1950 m 
Elma Pear! Brown b 22 Aug 1895, Many, LA, d 28 Jun 1981 m dau of 
James Bryant Brown and Carrie Etta Rainer on 22 Dec 1912, 
homesteaded at Belmont, LA, bur Spring Ridge Cem, Pleasant. Hill, 
LA Issue: 
a. Judge Elven Eiland Ponder b 13 Dec 1913, Pleasant Hill, LA, m 
Dorothy Marie Holbrook on 7 Jul 1946 
(1) Michael Ponder 
(2) Warren Ponder 
(3) Donald Ponder 
b. Deward Alvis Ponder b 14 Dec 1915, Lamesa, Dawson Co, TX, 
m Lorraine Neal on 27 Sep 1937 
ce. Miley lone Ponder b 23 Mar 1918, Pleasant Hills, LA, m 
Jefferson Crandell Roberts on 25 May 1838 
d. Sylvia Naomi Ponder b 17 Jul 1920, Pleasant Hill, LA, m Virgil 
Dewitt Early on 6 May 1939 
e. Ardvin Duane Ponder?“ b 31 Jan 1922, Pleasant Hill, LA, m 
Eula Neal on 23 Apr 1941 
f. Warren Dulaney Ponder b 3 Nov 1926 d 16 May 1945 bur Spring 
Ridge Cem, LA 
g. Verna Yvonne Ponder b 23 Mar 1929 m Frank Verdin on 15 Jun 
1946 
h. Merlin Malone Ponder b 16 Jan 1933 m Evelyn Elsie Brian on 
28 Aug 1959 
2. James L. Roy Ponder b 6 Mar 1888, Braxton, MS, d 16 Sep 1950, b 
Spring Ridge Cem, Pleasant Hill, LA, m Lillie Galbert 
3. Ider T. Ponder b 13 Sep 1889, Pleasant Hill, Sabine Co, LA m J.L. 
Terrel on 22 Feb 1909 d 1 Oct 1909 
4, male b 29 Dec 1890, d 25 June 1891, bur Belmont Cemetery, Belmont, 
LA 


31[nformation on Tildon Sloan Ponder line from Family Sheet filed by Merline Malone Ponder, 
Pride, LA, at Mormon Library, Salt Lake City, Utah, ca 1968. 


32K ox T. Ponder of Russel Springs, KY, reported to the author that he met Ardvin D. Ponder on a 
visit to Louisiana and that Ardvin noted that his Grandmother Ponder was a full-blooded Indian, 
but he was unsure if she was Choctaw. 
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Descendants of Reuben Ponder 


Amos Lee Ponder b 4 Jul 1892, Pleasant Hill, Sabine Co, LA m lst 
Nona Phillips on 19 Dec 1920, m 2nd: Ida Box Davis in 1964 Known 
Issue: Amos L. Ponder, Jr b 23 Feb 1927 d 2 Jul 1983, bur Spring 
Ridge Cem, Pleasant Hill, LA m Edna Mae b 4 Oct 1937 

Henry Davis Ponder b 24 Feb 1894, Pleasant Hill, LA, d 1 Jun 1975 
m Kate Lane b 26 Feb 1902 on 14 Dec 1921, bur Spring Ridge Cem 
Bertie Ann Ponder b 13 June 1896 d 31 Aug 1957 m Alfred P. Britt 
on 27 Nov 1913 d 31 Aug 1957 bur Spring Ridge Cem, LA® 

Jesse Jackson Ponder b 21 Jan 1893 d 26 Aug 1916 bur Belmont Cem, 
Belmont, LA 

Nettie Mae Ponder b 26 Feb 1900, Pleasant Hills, LA, d 27 Mar 1981 
m Rev Rial Henry Brown b 23 Nov 1897 d Jul 1966 on 27 Nov 1919, 
bur Spring Ridge Cem, Pleasant Hill, LA 

Larry E. Ponder b 8 Apr 1903, Pleasant Hill, LA, m Daisy Sargent on 
7 Sep 1930 


Lucy Caroline Ponder b 1863 m Joe Williams 

Sarah J. Ponder b 1865/6, MS 

Reuben Conley Columbus "Lum2" Ponder (Reuben! Lum2) b 8 May 1867, 
MS, d 16 June 1949, b County Line Cem, Rankin Co, MS m 2nd: Maud E. 
Echols b ca 1885 Issue: 


AU ELS = BITS & PIECES 


WOK Td9_ Uihiaehtitied 6 Sihis BOTH 


a. Jodie Howell Ponder b 26 Jan 1899 d 2 Dec 1952 bur County 
Line Cem, Rankin Co, MS 
b. Plumer H. Ponder b 15 Mar 1895 d.3 Dec 1959 
ae a ' eb 1979, d, {93 
SS. = aoe 


‘BK otr / 37 
b 1866, MS Family was living in 


Beat 1, Simpson Co, M8 in 1900 with children. 


Ponder, T.J. m Adaline Spillards on 5 Mar 1885, Simpson Co, MS 
Ponder, A.A. m L.C. Calquehoune 20 Dec 1877, Stmpson Co, MS 


vIn 
Oa] 


Advag 1 ADO} 
7 Ving /7INIO 
Va 


33D ourland Britt b 27 Feb 192142 Apr 1976 is buried near this couple at Spring Ridge Cem, Pleasant 
Hill, LA. 
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Chapter 24 
THOMAS PONDER (ca 1793 - 1837) 


As noted in Chapter 23, the relationship of Thomas Ponder (born ca 1793, GA, 
died 1837, Simpson Co, MS) to Reuben Ponder (born ca 1790, Va, died ca 1871, 
Simpson Co, MS) has never been established; however, there is good reason to 
believe that they were brothers or very closely related. Both Reuben and Thomas 3 
first appear in Elbert County, GA, where Reuben had a land warrant in 1808. From 
the land records of Elbert County it appears that their father may have been either 
Abner Ponder, Jesse Ponder, or a Ponder. (Thomas sold his land in 1808, land ‘ 
that James Ponder had bought earlier. 


Thomas Ponder left Georgia about 1808 and appears at Feliciana Parish, | 

Louisiana, the same year when Thomas Pinckney Ponder, a son of Reuben, was born. 5 
Thomas, with Reuben, served in the War of 1812, fighting at the Battle of New 
Orleans as a private in the 15th Regt, 2nd Division before moving on to Pike Co, 
MS, in 1820. By 1827 he was in Marion Co, MS, where he was appointed 
Constable. Thomas next appears on the tax lists for Simpson Co in 1832, 1833, and 
1835. The many Ponders in Rankin, Simpson, and adjoining counties in Mississippi 
probably descend from either Thomas or Reuben Ponder. (The author of this family 
history descends from both Thomas and Reuben Ponder.) 


lgeveral Ponder researchers have concluded that Thomas and Reuben Ponder may have been sons 
of Abner Ponder, a Revolutionary War soldier who moved from Georgia to Hickman County, TN, 
about the time that Reuben and Thomas Ponder left Georgia. Abner became a prominent citizen 
of Hickman County and died there before 1835. Known children of Abner were James Madison 
Ponder (Reuben named a son James Madison); Archibald Ponder m Sarah Kinsey; William Penn 
Ponder; Amos Ponder; Abner Ponder; Clarissa Ponder b 15 Mar 1818, m Leroy Perkins and 2nd: 
Joseph Webb; and ----Ponder who married James Birden, a soldier of the War of 1812. (Source: 
History of Hickman County, Tennessee by W. Jerome Spence and David L. Spence, 1900.) 


2thid, p. 241 


3Thomas Ponder first applied for land bounty on April 20 1850, Rankin Co, MS, noting that he had 
been drafted from Saint Helena’s Parish, LA, into the Militia commanded by Capt. J. Samuel 
Townsend. He entered service on 1 Oct 1814, and had fought in the Battle for New Orleans on 
the 8 Jan 1815. In Feb 1851 Warrant No. 49464 for 80 acres of land was issued in the name of 
Thomas Ponder but later recalled. The warrant was from the Iowa City Land Office. On 3 Jan 
1853 Thomas Ponder again applied for land bounty for his service in the War of 1812. In his 
application filed at New Orleans, LA, he noted that he was then 66 years of age and a resident 
of the Parish of Ascension, LA, had served as a private in the Company commanded by Capt. 
Townsend in the Louisiana Militia and that he had enlisted in New Orleans in Sept of 1814 and 
served about 6 months. Later on May 12, 1855 at Simpson Co, MS, Thomas Ponder, aged 67, 
again filed for land bounty noting again that he was a private in the War with Great Britain, 
drafted in Saint Helena’s Parish, was mustered into service in Baton Rouge, LA, and marched to 
New Orleans and was in the service until Feb 19, 1815. Whether he ever received the bounty 
land for his service is unknown. 


OTR 
Page 10 of 20 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Ponder Family 


i 


Descendants of Thomas Ponder 


Thomas Ponder appears in the 1841 State Census of Simpson County, MS, with 
the following household members: 2 males 10 to 5 years, | male 20 to 30 years, | 
male 50 to 60 years. He is also listed in the 1866 State Census of Simpson Co with 
1 male under 10 years, 1 male 30 to 40 years, 1 male 70 to 80 years, and | female 
under 10 and | female 20 to 30 years. 


I. Thomas Ponder b ca 1783/94, GA, d aft 1850, Simpson Co,MS, was in Simpson 
County by 1832. By 1840'his first wife had died. No record of her name has 
ever been found. He had married as his second wife, Margaret Crawford’, b 
. about 1810/15, Louisiana?. No record of where this-marriage-occurred as. been 
found. Issue from Ist marriage: 
A. Mary A. Ponder b ca 1814/15° 
Second Issue: 
B. Fleming Green* Ponder (Thomas! Fleming Green?) b 1817, MS, m Ist: 
Sarah A. McElhenny °, m 2nd: Pamela Evans, Rankin Co, MS, on 1 June 
1854 
1. Albert R. Ponder b 1879, MS Issue: / At. Charen ed 
2. Elizabeth "Lizzie" Ponder b ca 1884, Simpson ® er cage he flack 
3. Fleming Green Ponder‘ b 25 Jan 1900 d 5 May 1929 m Mary Jane ‘> 
May, dau of Berry May and Mary Ann "Polly" Ross, m 2nd: Ella 
Broomfield First Issue: 22 
a. George F. Ponder b 23 Mar 1888, Simpson Co, MS, d 30 June 
1957, Havanna, Florida, m Mary F. Dye, d 2 Apr 1973, Havanna, 
FL, dau of John Thomas Dye and Wincie May - Issue: 
(1) Vera Ponder b 1908, Rapkin Co, MS, m Willie Benton 
(2) George Thomas Ponder? b 1919, Rankin Co, MS, d 1986, 
Simpson Co, MS, m Thelma Benton, dau of Alonzo Benton 
and Dovie Bell Parker of Simpson Co Issue: 
(a) George Ann Ponder m Ist Rick Gunn m 2nd: Stanley 
W. Johnson First Issue: 
i) Randle George Gunn 
Second Issue: 
ii) Jamie W. Johnson 


4Margaret may have been the daughter or sister of William Crawford. On 14 Sept 1830, Thomas 
Ponder and William Hendricks were bound for $800 as guardians of Alice Crofford, heir of 
William Crofford, p. 21, Orphan Court Records, Abstracts of Wills and Estates, 1812-1859, p 201, 
Marion County, MS. 


SMary may have married a McKindley. At the time of the 1850 Census, two minors, W.M. 
McKindley, age 12, and Charlotte McKindley, age 8, were listed in the household of Thomas 
Ponder. 


Sgource: George T,. Palmer, Benton Hill, Simpson Co, MS, 1983, in conversations with the author 


71900 Census, Simpson Co, MS, Beat 1, #489 
Green Ponder became Supervisor of District 1, Simpson Co, MS, in 1896, and again in 1911. 


8In "Then and Now," of the Simpson County News, 5 Oct 1978, Willie T. Welch in writing of 
George T. Ponder wrote, "G.T., as we called him at Fayette Hill School in the 1920’s, was about 
the most handsome youngster on the campus, and his sister, Vera, was one of the most beautiful 
of the girls." 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Ponder Family 


Descendants of Thomas Ponder 


b. Albert Ponder b ca 1886, Simpson Co, MS 
Co, MS, m Parker 
c. Mattie Ponder b 1890, Simpson Co, MS 


Second Issue: 
( \ <#7) d. William Henry Ponder, b 1895 Simpson Co, MS, d Nov 19739 m 
Phoebe Bishop Issue: 
(1) Ray Ponder 
(2) Bill Ponder 
(3) Paul Ponder 
(4) Willie Mae Ponder 
(5) four other daughters, names unknown : 
Joseph W. Ponder b 896, Simpson Co, MS by Non Crow 
Bary(?) C. Ponder b 1898, Simpson Co,MS “+ " 
g. Charles Martin Ponder b 25 Jan 1900 d 5 May 1929 of swamp 
fever m Dora Welch, dau of Timothy Lawrence Welch and 
Nancy Adaline Prine Issue:10 (Dora Welch Ponder may have 
married Earl Knighten after Charles’ death.) Issue: 
(1) Charles G. Ponder, Bossier City, LA 
(2) Charlie Earl Ponder, Bossier City, LA 
(3) W.D. Ponder 
(4) Ree? Ponder m Walter Brooks 
(5) Curtis Ponder 
h. Joseph "Joe" W. Ponder m Nola A.) 
i. Eric Ponder m Tinnie Cook- ~ 
J: Mattie May Ponder b 1890 d young 
C. female b ca 1820, MS11 
D. female b ca 1823/24 MS 
E. John* Weber (Thomas! John W.2) Ponderl? b 26 May 1827 d 188713, p 
at |: MS, b Floyd Cemetery, Everett, MS. John W. Ponder was a practicing 
re APL (Qcyeountry doctor for many years. He was licensed to practice in Mississippi 4 
el ~ June 1882 when the first physicians in the state were licensed by the 1 


; 
ape 


mo 


‘ \ 
i ¥ 

* 
State Board of Medical Licensure, Jackson, MS. His first wife, name 
unknown d after 1853/54, m 2nd Ephsey Hays!5, dau of John Hays and 
Clarissa , b 27 May 1839, Alabama, d 31 Mar 1915, Simpson Co, MS, 
b Floyd Cemetery, Everett Community, Simpson Co, MS. (The Family Bible 
of Ephsey Hays Ponder, once in the possession of granddaughter, Ella 


9Then and Now," Simpson County News, 5 Oct 1978 

10-Then and Now," Simpson County News, 5 Oct 1978 

11One of these unidentified females may have married a McKindley. 

12Mfiddle name of "Weber" was found in Simpson County, MS, land records. 

13pamily Bible of Charlie A. and Mary Jane Gates Palmer 

l4y .W. Ponder became Justice of the Peace in District 1 in 1878; D.M. Ponder because Justice of the 
Peace in District 1 in 1890; and J.W. Ponder, J.T. Ponder, and T.P. Ponder served in the Confederate 


Army. Source: "Then and Now,” Simpson County News, 5 Oct 1978. 


15gee Ephsey Hays Ponder obituary in Chapter 25. 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Ponder Family 


-Descendants of Thomas Ponder 


Overby Ponder, was loaned by her husband to a relative; unfortunately it 
was never returned and now seems to haye been lost.) First Issue: 
1. Laura Ann Ponder b 19 Mar 18531®, Simpson Co, MS, m Ist: 
Whitaker, m 2nd: Joe Benton Issue: 
a. Lucy Whitiker b 1880, MS, m Bob Womack of County Line 
Community, Rankin Co, MS Issue: 
(1) Harley Womack, b Rankin Co, MS, m Vera Lovett of 
Puckett, MS 
(2) Henry Velde Womack b 1904, Rankin Co, MS, d 1982 m 
Lorena Hays, dau of Sam Hays Issue: 
(a) Jean Womack m Bible, Mendenhall 
- (b) Charles Ray Womack, Mendenhall, MS 
elle (c) U.D. Womack m Blanche Miley 
ce : Ss sy @)_ Beatrice Womack m Harley Nichols 
0: Addie Whitiker m Johnny Layton, son of Joseph Layton and 
Winney Jane Ross Palmer Layton (For issue of this marriage 
see Chapter 21.) 
Second Issue: 


8} 


c. Emma Benton b 1872, MS ’ 
d. ‘Ella Benton b 1875, MS, m Sol Smith, res County Line, MS 
Issue: 


(1) Plummer Smith m Hattie Palmer (For children of this 
marriage see Chapter 7.) 
(2) Clinton Smith d in hunting accident 
(3) Cleveland Smith m Evelyn from England 
(4) Melvin Smith m Fannie Lou , aretired teacher, 
resides Brandon, MS 
(5) Jay Smith m Mattie Lou Graves 
(6) Dewey Smith din World War II 
(7) Leona Smith m Ist: Burke, m 2nd: Thornton 
(8) Linnie Smith m Jim Dawsey 
(9) Vodie Smith m Cleveland (Dock) Ponder - 
(10) Emma Smith m Sink Howell No issue. 
e. | Robert "Bob" Benton b 24 Feb 1875 m Burnham b 1876, 
Ms : 
(1) Lela Benton 
(2) Mary Nell Benton 
(3) Rev. Hollis!’ Benton m Myrtis Issue: 
(a) Bob Benton m Bette Smith, res County Line, Rankin 
Co, MS (For children of this marriage, see Chapter 
7.) 
(b) female, res Clinton 
(4) Clyde Benton 
Second Issue: 
2. Julia Ann Ponder b 11 Oct 1857 (Julia may have been from John’s 
first marriage.) 


16yfuch of the information on the family of John W. Ponder was secured from the family Bible of 
Ella Ephsey Overby Ponder and Ernest Ponder, Mendenhall, MS, and in Ella Ephsey’s handwriti 


17Rey Hollis Benton was a well-known and outstanding Baptist minister who conducted services 


throughout the South. He was often called on to conduct "Revival Meetings" and preach 
funerals at the Poplar Springs Baptist Church. 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Ponder Family 


Descendants of Thomas Ponder 


3. Thomas Jefferson Ponder!® (Thomas! John W.? Thomas J.2)b 17 June 
1862 d 12 Apr 1943 Simpson Co, MS, m Amanda C. Overby b 15 Feb 
1874 d 5 Jan 1929 on 22 Feb 1894, Simpson Co, MS, dau of Robert 
Overby and Elizabeth Thames Issue: 
a. __ Ellis Gustus Ponder b 30 Nov 1894 d 20 May 1977, b Poplar 
Springs Cem m 5 May 1923 to Annie Lou May b 14 Mar 1901, 
dau of Willoughby May b 25 Nov 1854 d 30 Mar 1905 and Angie 
Thompson, b 24 Jun 1858 d 11 Feb 1929, bur Mendenhall, MS, 
Cemetery Issue: 
(1) Ellis Gustus (E.G.) Jr Ponder b 30 Mar 1924 d 11 Mar 


1950 m Mildred Mott 
(a) Beverly Ann Ponder b 1947 m Surganor 
(2) Alfred Ponder b 15 Oct 1934, Poplar Springs Com, m Joan 
Ashley in 1955 
(a) Jeannine Ponder m Eselle 


b. John Lee Ponder b 12 Jul 1896 d 5 Jun 1972, b Poplar Springs 
Cem m Colie Lee Layton b 21 Mar 1898 d 16 Aug 1980 bur 
Poplar Springs Cem dau of Henry and Ida Rankin Issue: 

(1) L.E. Ponder b 22 Mar 1922, Poplar Springs Com, 
Mendenhall, MS, m Josette Neri b 13 Dec 1924, France, on 
3 Feb 1947 in Simpson Co, MS 
(a) Wendell Wayne Ponder b 12 Nov 1950 m Karen Ann 
Halleman 
i) Warren Neil Ponder 
ii) Ross Philip Ponder 
(b) Gisele Terese Ponder b 15 Feb 1957 m John Robert 
Hansbrough 
(c) Randall Dean Ponder b 21 Jul 1959 Barbara Ann 
McDaniel 
(d) Lisa Collette Ponder b 21 Oct 1961 
(2) Noma Ree Ponder b 31 Oct 1924, Poplar Springs Com, 
Mendenhall, MS, m James Roy May!9, son of Walter May 
and Vada Cooper on 25 Dec 1944. Roy spent most of his 
working life with the Simpson County News, Mendenhall. 
(a) Herbert May b 10 Feb 1947, Poplar Springs Com m 
Becky Thames Issue: 
i) Anthony May 
ii) Aaron May 
iii) Heather May 
(b) Darlene Annette May b 5 Sep 1958, Poplar Springs 
Com m Scott Rankin 
(3) Elmer O’Neal Ponder b 2 Nov 1927 d 21 Oct 1978 m 
Bessie Mae Price b 15 Jul 1932, Mendenhall, MS Issue: 


3aLVINDIID LON OG 
NOILDINIOD ADOTVANAD 
AVA] VINOOVISyg 


181n formation on descendants Thomas Jefferson Ponder was secured from notes of Salena Ponder 
Wilson and Roy May of Mendenhall, MS. 


19Roy and Noma Ree Ponder May now owns the farm once owned by Luther and Eugenia Mangum 
tes. In an unusual land swap, Luther and Eugenia "traded" their farm with Joseph Layton and 
Winnie Jane Ross Palmer Layton for land near Strong River, later to become the home of 
Charlie and Mary Jane Gates Palmer. It was not uncommon to see the Layton women, and 
especially Mollie, plowing in the field on land near Roy May’s present home. 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Ponder Family 


Descendants of Thomas Ponder 


(a) Janis Ponder b 1954 m Michael G. Blair on 11 May 
1974 
i) Leigh Ann Blair 
(4) L’Ray Ponder b 13 Jul 1930 d 17 Apr 1984, Mendenhall, 
MS, m Wilma D, Young b 8 Feb 1933 of Roxie, MS Issue: 
(a) Sharon Ann Ponder b 24 Aug 1956 m Richard Stevey 
Ross 
i) Ashley Brooke Ross b 11 Apr 1982 
(b) Sarah Ellen Ponder b 22 Jul 1959 m 21 Jun 1986 to 
Gary Clark ? 
(c) Larry Ray Ponder b 14 Sep 1965 
(d) Regina Lynn Ponder b 6 Oct 1966 m 11 Jan 1986 to 
Millard D. Shows, Jr 
(e) Renita Fay Ponder 
(5) Iva Lois Ponder b 11 Nov 1934 m Truman Cline b 13 Aug 
1932, Hammon, OK, operates a restaurant on the new 
highway, near Mendenhall, MS 
(a) Mitchell Brent Cline b 13 Aug 1962 m Hope Odom 
(b) Richard Travis Cline b 24 Feb 1965 d 10 June 1965 
(c) Sheila Cline b 6 Feb 1967 
ce. Robert Clinton Ponder b 25 Sep 1898, Poplar Springs Com, 
Mendenhall, MS d 18 Oct 1973 b Poplar Springs Cemetery, 
never married 
d. Thomas Delton Ponder b 10 Nov 1899 d 30 Nov 1980 m Polly 
Ann Duck b 1 Mar 1899d 11 Augi976 Issue: 
(1) Thomas Herbert Ponder b 26 Aug 1929 d 13 Dec 1931 © 
(2) Willie Mae Ponder b 11 Feb 1932 d 12 Feb 1932 
(3) Thomas Delton Ponder, Jr b 7 Aug 1934 m Sara Ann Hood 
of Alabama in 1964 Issue: 
(4) David Ponder 
(a) Mona Ponder 
(b) Melonia Ponder 
(5) Eugene Clarence Ponder b 1 May 1904, d 8 Jul 1967b 
County Line Cem m Vodie Smith of County Line Com, 
Rankin Co, MS, dau of J. Solomon Smith b 19 May 1867 
and Ella Benton b 14 Mar 1874 Issue: 
(a) Rattan Loyce Ponder b 20 May 1929 m Guynes 
Pickering in 1944, son of Leotis Pickering m 2nd: 
Wilson Barker 
i) Keith Pickering b 1946 
ii) Therese Pickering b 1947 m Gary Sullivan, son 
of Willie Sullivan and Nolie Boleware 
iii) Brenda Pickering b 1949 m Billie Carroll 
Sullivan, son of Willie Sullivan and Nolie 
Boleware 
iv) Rattan Pickering b 1954 m Thomas Mason 
of Mendenhall, son of Gail Mason 
v) Deborah Pickeringm ‘Thaxton 
(6) Selena Ephsey Ponder b 7 Mar 1910, Poplar Springs 
Community d15 Sep 1970, b Poplar Springs Cemetery, 
Simpson Co, MS Issue: 
m Woodrow Wilson Barker b 29 Jul 1918 Issue: 
(a) Donald Barker m Barbara Cribbs 
(b) Douglas Barker m Kay Kennedy 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Ponder Family 


Descendants of Thomas Ponder 


(7) Lela Elizabeth Ponder b 7 Aug 1915 d 27 Oct 1917b 
Poplar Springs Cemetery 


Melissa Azaline Ponder (Thomas! John W.2, Melissa’) b 20 Jul 1864, 
Simpson Co, MS, m Thomas Jefferson Palmer on 7 Jan 1880, Simpson 
Co, MS, son of William Jacob Palmer and Winney Jane Ross. (See 
descendants of Melissa Ponder Palmer in Chapter 7.) 


Mansul Hayse® Ponder (Thomas! John W.2 Mansul H.°)b 2 Jul 1867, 
Simpson Co, MS, d 25 Oct 1926,Simpson Co, MS, b Floyd Cemetery, 
Everett Community, Simpson Co, MS m Mary Eliza Layton 
(Herrington), b 4 Jan 1894 d 16 Feb 1959, dau of Jeff and Lucy 
Layton. Issue from Eliza’s first marriage: 

a. Shelton Posey "S.P." Herrington m Cora Lee Busby 
(1) Clyde Posey Herrington, Pearl, MS, m Mary Christine 

Renaldo i) Jason Clyde Herrington b ca 1977, Pearl, MS 
(2) Juan Herrington mG, Jyles Eaves, Louisville, MS 
(a) Juanita P. Eaves, Jackson, MS 

Second Issue: 

b. June (Willie Lee) Ponder b 12 Jan 1921, Simpson Co, MS m Ist: 
Robert Smith b 31 Aug 1923 d 25 Jul 1955, bur National Cem, 
Marietta, GA; m 2nd: Jerry Bizier, Boynton Beach, FL in 1968, 
resides Boynton Beach, Florida Issue: 

(1) Novis Kay Smith b 16 Jul 1946, Jackson, MS, res 


wok, Greenacres City, FL 
vaN har ) Robert Hayse Smith, Jrb 24 Jul 1950, San Antonia, TX, 


poy 
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killed in accident 28 June 1967,.West Palm Beach, FL, bur 
National Cem, Marietta, GA 


Marth®3 Elizabeth Ponder (Thomas! John W.2 Martha®)b 9 Apr 1870, 
Simpson Co, MS, d 29 Mar 1894, Simpson Co, MS, m James Frank Layton 
on 27 Dec 1889, Simpson Co, MS (See Layton section, p - for Issue 

Ada Lee Ponder b 28 Jan 1873 m7 Jan 1891, Simpson Co, MS, to 
Augustus Overby b 18 Nov 1870 d 6 May 1914, Simpson Co, MS, son of 
Robert Y. Overby (CSA) and Elizabeth Thames Issue: 

Ins Thomas Elbert Overby b 7 May 1892 d 23 Mar 1941, m Evora Myra 


Shak 


Coleman, n3 Feb 1901 d 12 Oct 1946, dau of Rev. William Coleman 

if Weathersby, bur Mendenhall, MS, Cemetery Issue: 

a. William Augustus "Gus" Overby, b 31 Jan 1915 Simpson Co, MS, 
resides La Grange, GA, m Ist: Bonnie Ross; m 2nd: Margie 
Bradley b 5 Sep 1920, Duffee, MS, dau of Lillie Lavennia 
Regdon and Rev. Lonnie Bradley Ist Issue: 


20One year after Mansel Hayse Ponder’s death, his wife, Eliza, wrote the following poem 
"In Memoriam" In memory of M.H. Ponder, who departed this life October 27, 1926. 
One year has passed with us apart, but the wound has never healed; 
The pain has never left my heart since your lips in death are sealed. 
I think of you in silence, No eyes can see me weep; 
But many silent tears I shed when others are asleep. 
What would I give to clasp your hand, your cheery smile to see, 
‘To hear your voice I loved so well, that meant so much to me! 
My lips cannot speak how J miss you, my heart cannot tell what to say; 
But God only knows how 5 loved you and miss you since you went away. 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Ponder Family 


Descendants of Thomas Ponder 


(1) Betty Myra Overby b 1 Apr 1936, at Meridian, MS, m 
Robert Lee Thomas, 1955 Issue: 
(a) . Robert Lee Thomas b 13 Aug 1956, m Kathryn Eileen 
roms 
a) Jonathan Thomas b 1984 
(b) Kirk Royal Thomas b 18 Oct 1958, MS, m Sylvia 
Denise Gressett Issue: ’ 
a) Heather Denise Thomas b 1983 
b) Lauren Elizabeth b 1985 
i) Stephen Donald Thomas b 1973 
Robert Tilton (R.T.) Overby b Simpson Co, MS, m Robin 
McLeod, res Winfield, LA Issue: 
(1) Ricky Overby, deceased 
(2) Tracy Overby m Paul Creighton 
(a) Bridget Creighton 
(3) Doug Overby, resides Colorado Springs, CO 


Ephsey Ella Overby (Thomas! John? Martha® Ella4) > 23 Mar 
1896 d 26 Nov 1963, Simpson Co, MS, m on 24 Feb 1918, to 
Ernest David Ponder b 138 May 1895 d 9 Mar 1967, son of David 
Marion Ponder and Mary Prudence Grantham (Clack). Mary 
Prudence was b 26 Dec 1866, d 29 Aug 1942 and is bur County 
Line Cem, Rankin Co. David Marion was the grandson of 
Reuben Ponder and Sara Holbrook. Both Ella and Ernest are 
buried in the Mendenhall Cemetery, Simpson Co, MS. (See 
Chapter 23 for line of Reuben Ponder.) Resided first in 
Weathersby and later in Mendenhall, MS Issue: 
(1) Earl Bryan Ponder b 30 Jan 1919, Simpson Co, MS, d 1 Jul 
1967 m Madge Love b 1 Apr 1923 on 21 Aug 1941 
Issue: 
(a) Madeline Love Ponder b 7 Jan 1943 m Ist: Joe J. 
Warren; m 2nd: William A. Nunn, June 1982 Ist 
Issue: 
i) Rose Renee Warren b 9 Oct 1961, m Terry L. 
Bullard Issue: 
a) Austin T. Bullard b 1985 
ii) William Clint Warren b 1962 m Teresa Bingham 
b 10 Dec 1964 Issue: 
_ a) Erica N. Warren b 1985 
iii) Tina Marie Warren b 1964 m Gary L. Taylor b 
25 Nov 1958 Issue: 
a) JoshuaC. Taylor b 1985 
iv) Jamie Lynn Warren b 1968 
v) Joe Ance Warren b 1973 
(b) Maureen Love Ponder b 12 Apr 1947 m James 
Edmond Phillips b 17 May 1947 Issue: 
i) Clark Edmond Phillips b 18 Dec 1966 
(c) Dixie Leigh Ponder b 3 Mar 1954 m Bruce Wayne 
Williamson b 15 Aug 1954 Issue: 
i) Derrick Cameron Williamson b 1979 
(d) Roxie Ann Ponder b 27 Feb 1957 m Billie Eubanks 
(2) Lillie Ree “Lil” Ponder b 20 Jul 1921, Weathersby, Simpson 
Co, MS, m Corbett Hollis "Jerry" Gregory b'13 Apr 1921, 
son of Bessie James Gammon and Hobert McKinley Gregory 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Ponder Family 


Descendants of Thomas Ponder 


on 13 May 1946 at Bowling Green, KY, resides 

Fayetteville,GA Issue: 

(a) James Richard Gregory b 26 Oct 1947 at Mt. 
Clemens, MI, d 24 Feb 1981 at Richmond, VA, bur 
Mendenhall, MS 

(b) Susan Diane Gregory b 23 Aug 1950, Detroit, MI, m 
Michael Daugherty on 23 Aug 1981, Attorney, res 
Atlanta, GA 

(c) Jeffrey David Gregory b 17 May 1953 at Nurnberg, 
Ger, m Karen Lee Cowley b 8 Mar 1946, GA, on 13 
Dec 1974, dau of Jennie Florence Szeszko and Ernest 
Robinson Cowley Issue: 

i) Jennifer Dawn Gregory b 1977 
ii) David Ernest Gregory b 1980 
(3) Ernestine Ponder b 13 Aug 1923, Weathersby, Simpson Co, 

MS, m 4 Jul 1942 to Leroy Pittman, Jr b 19 Jan 1919 d3 

Nov 1951 in an auto accident, son of Susie Millis and Carl 

Leroy Pittman m 2nd: Jeff Edward Fairley b 18 Sep 1929, 

res Mendenhall, MS Issue: 

(a) Stephen David Pittman b 20 Mar 1943 m on 26 Oct 
1961 to Sandra Shivers b 27 Aug 1944, dau of Jackie 
Mathis and W.P. Shivers Issue: 

i) Penny Lynn Pittman b 24 Feb 1963 m Gerald 
Crawford Mims, Jr Issue: 
a) Gerald Crawford Mims III b 2 Apr 1987 
ii) Stephen David Pittman, Jr b 9 Mar 1972 
(b) Stanley Sousa Pittman b 1944 m Teresa Joe Culpepper 


i) Jason Bryan Pittman b 1975 
(c) Danny Gordon Pittman b 1945 m Brenda Stewart 
Issue: 
i) Stacey Ellen Pittman b 1968 
ii) Paul] Brendan Pittman b 1971 
Second Issue: 
(d) Gregory O’Neal Fairley b 3 Jul 1955, d in accident 2 
Aug 1979, bur Mendenhall, MS 
(e) Tracy Lynn Fairley b 8 Oct 1959 m 28 Aug to 
George Edward Robinson 
(4) Sidney Cecil Ponder b 10 Sep 1926, Weathersby, Simpson 
Co, MS, m Nellie Sue Knight b 12 Jul 1927 d 15 Jun 1981 
on 25 Dec 1946, dau of Margaret Inez Bishop and James 
Edward Knight of Magee, MS, bur Mendenhall Cem 
Issue: 
(a) Sidney Cecil Ponder, Jr b 7 Jul 1948 m Flossie Nora 
Ann Bassett b 1946 Issue: 
1) Rodney David Ponder b 1967 
ii) Christopher Aaron Ponder 
(b) Michael Lee Ponder b 3 Oct 1950 m Ist Margaret 
Ann Blair, m 2nd: Margaret Louise Walker Hughes 
Issue: 
i) Kelly Lee Hughes, adopted ns Oo 
ii) Chad Burnett Ponder b 1974 4 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Ponder Family 


Descendants of Thomas Ponder y 


(c) Ela Jean Ponder b 22 June 1952 m Larry Hamilton 

Vaughn Issue: 

i) Deana Suzanne Vaughn b 1974 

ii) Jeana Nichole Vaughn b 1978 
Bonnie Sue Ponder b 4 Dec 1930, Weathersby, Simpson Co, 
MS, m 23 May 1947 to Floyd William Harrison, son of 
Henry Benny Harrison b 17 Jun 1897 d 4 Sep 1957 and 
Mary Grubbs b 1 Oct 1900. Sue has been employed in 
People’s Bank, Mendenhall, MS, for many years. No issue 


282 


Page 19 of 20 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Ponder Family 


READ 4A MESSAGE 01/18/92 
From: JOHN FALMER (WEPM26A ) 
Subject: Fonder & Hasty Inf 
Sent ons 91/718 at 12:59 FM 


Patricia, checked my Ponder data file and found that an Ellen b ca 
1800 Burke Co, GA, d aft 1850, Jefferson Co, GA m Ephriam Fonder b 
1803, GA d 1839/40, Jefferson Co, GA. Could this be your aunt?? 
One Jesse Hasty: 
Jess Hasty 6 15 May 1792, Martin Co, NC d 6 Jun 1859 Rankin Co, MS mom 
abt 1820, NC? MS?, son of Matthey Hasty and Lydia » vJesse M 
Elizabeth Howell b &8 Jan 1798, NC d i Aug 1862, Rankin Co, M&S. 
Issues 
Alfred b ca 18280, MS d 1 Aug 1862 
Sarah Ann b abt 18289, Rankin Co, MS m He 
Henry Asa Ross 
George Rickend Hasty 6 ca 1820 
William Harvey Hasty b ca 1820 Elizabeth Hasty m 
Laura Hasty b ca 1829 d young 
Patsy Hasty b ca 1820 d young 
Theatus Hasty m Ists . 
Taylor and @nds: Jonathan Watson 
Hasty researchers: 
Lena Mae McDougle of San Antonio, TX Mrs. Anne Colle of EFinards, SC 
Hugo Newcomb of Jackson, MS 


Tay lor 


Sere History of Rankin Co, MS, p 208 for info on this Hasty line 


Jesse was probably a brother to Lydia Hasty who m David Ross of Rankin 
Co, MS. He moved with them from NC to MS and was in Rankin Co with the 
Ross family by 1833. He was later a guardian forTabitha Ross, his 
granddaughter. 


Hugh Newcomb found Jesse Hasty family Bible in possession of Mre. 
Bobbie Jones Daughdrill, Fannin Road, Fearl, MS. 


Jesse is named in will of his father Matthew HASTY, DATED 19 mAR 1803, 
Martin Co, NC. Jesse along with his bro Matthew Hasty was given the 
plantation of his mother in her will proved Mar 1812, Martin Co, NC. 
The Hasty family resided on a plantation in the Monterey Community. 
Jesse was a farmer and operated a tavern for which license was issued 
in Dec 1835. 


I have the addresses of these Hasty researchers if you need them; 
don’t have them right here with me. 


Believe Matthew Hasty served in Rev. War. 

Ephriam Ponder and Ellen had at 
at least one daughter Adaline Fonder b 1827, Burke Co, GA d 4 Sep 
1891, Washington Co, ? 


Hope this will be of help to you. What is your mailing address? 
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